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METAL ARTS
S O C I E T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

So, you’re a jeweler or metalsmith 
about to be stranded on a desert 
island. You can bring only one 
tool. (Oh yeah, the island has 

electricity). What tool do you 
bring?  
If you were Andy Cooperman 
you’d most likely bring your 
Flexible Shaft machine. It may 
be the most versatile tool at the 

bench. And yet for 
many makers it is the 
most under utilized 
and least understood.  
 
Here’s your chance 
to gain a deeper 
understanding of 
this marvelous tool 
and expand your 
vocabulary of flexible 
shaft techniques 
and applications.  This two-day 
workshop will cover the basic 
machine itself, from the motor to 
the handpiece, and will discuss 
the use of burs, bits, grinding, 
shaping, finishing and polishing 
aids and various hand pieces. 
Everything from abrasives to 

Zam. The workshop is a mix of 
demonstration and real-time 
experience, so expect to get your 
hands dirty exploring some of the 
techniques and tools addressed 
--and some eye-opening 
innovative tricks as well.
http://www.andycooperman.com

Andy Cooperman
It Ain’t Just A Drill: Getting the Most Out Of Your Flex Shaft

December 5th & 6th, 2015
At Long Beach City College
$220 for MASSC members
$245 for non members
The instructor will supply some 
bits, burs, wheels and widgets for 
each participant to go home with. 
Cost $30.

This workshop will be filled via the 
MASSC lottery system with MASSC 
members receiving priority. To 
put your name in the lottery, send 
an email to ketarah@earthlink.
net by September 26, 2015 and 
put “MASSC Dec. Workshop” in 
the subject line. Everyone will be 
contacted on September 27th with 
the lottery results.



Demo Day, Long Beach City College,
Sept. 13, Sunday, 9:55am-3pm…

doors opening at 9:30, sign up online
Raffle prizes abound & lunch included $20

Brad Smith
http://bradsmithjewelry.com/

Brynmorgen Press
http://www.brynmorgen.com

 
Halstead Bead 

http://www.halsteadbead.com

Idyllwild Arts
http://www.idyllwildarts.org

Jatayu
http://www.jatayu.com

JoolTool
http://jooltool.com

Monster Slayer 
https://www.monsterslayer.com

Myron Toback, Inc.
http://myrontoback.com

Nventa
http://www.nventa.com

Otto Frei
http://www.ottofrei.com

 
Rio Grande 

http://www.riogrande.com

Schlaifer’s Enameling Supplies
http://www.enameling.com/Home.html

Warg Enamel and Tool Center
http://www.wargetc.com

Thank you
...to our sponsors
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Holiday Party & Potluck,
Nov. 14, Sunday, 1pm- 4pm!  
Whether you are coming for the free twisted center 
punch in the swag bag or you want to get in on a 
game or two we will have lots of fun at the MASSC 
Holiday Party. On Nov. 14, from 1-4pm, the MASSC 
Holiday Party will take place in Laguna Niguel at 
Ketarah Shaffer’s house at 29611 Vista Plaza Dr. 
Laguna Niguel. 
You can RSVP on the website at www.massconline.com. 
All will leave with a swag bag. In previous years 
we have made a Flex shaft holder, file rolls, plier 
rolls, Homemade Pripp’s and included them in the 
swag bags. Don’t miss this opportunity!!

If you want to join in the ornament exchange 
game, you just have to bring a handmade ornament 
to exchange.
We are asking each person to bring a food item, 
which is designated by the first letter of your last 
name. 

SWEET- abcdefghijklmn
SAVORY- Opqrstuvwxyz. 

On the first Tuesday of August, 2015 
a MASSC group met in Long Beach 
to prepare the Holiday Party favor for 
the swag bag. This year it was to be 
a twisted center punch made from a 
masonry nail. 
The group was gathered and numbered 
SIX. There was LaVerne, Christenson, 
Raminta Jautokas, Cheryl Lommatsch, 
Angela Roskelley, Ketarah Shaffer and 
me.  We used 3 solder stations and 
worked in twos. Straightening them up 
as needed on the anvil, using my poor 

rawhide mallet. For sure it has seen better days. Next 
meeting we will grind them and sand them. 

MASSC Membership up for Renewal Sept. 1, 2015
Newsletters, Member Webpage, Workshops, Raffle 
prizes, and the friendship and camaraderie of some 
fine metalsmiths are what are offered to you through 
MASSC. It is still the best deal in town, your MASSC 
membership for $30. We offer several options; 
from the student membership for $20 to the dual 
membership for $45. You can go to the website at 
www.massconline.com to renew your membership 
or download a membership application to send 
through the U.S. Mail.
MASSC offers you many opportunities for exciting 
times whether experiencing workshops, the 
holiday party, LA District tour, Jewelry Challenge, 
or a website showcase for your work. Join now! 
See you at the Demo Day AND the Holiday Party in 
November!

Fondly,
Diane

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

* Pleated Vessels with Marne Ryan * Mold Making with Marta Bialy * Water Casting with Erin Proctor * 
Dazzling Enamel Surfaces with Elise Preiss * Low Cost Delft Clay, Tufa & Cuttlebone Casting with Brad Smith *

Diane Weimer

President Diane Weimer  562-596-5841 diaweimer@verizon.net
VP/Program Chair Angelina Smith  massc.vp@gmail.com   
Recording Secy Jennifer Polson 714-222-5629   jnoslop@gmail.com
Corresp. Secy Angela Roskelley 562-818-8468 angelaroskelley@gmail.com
Treasurer Janette Parker 562-433-8004 janette-marie@charter.net
Membership Jan Reimer          714-206-7785     rreimer@socal.rr.com
San Diego Rep Connie Fox 619-276-1356 conniefoxjewelry@gmail.com
 Carol Sivets 619-281-6447 ladysmith@fastmail.fm 
Hospitality Chair Marta Bialy              massc.hospitality@gmail
Video Archives  Nancy Jo Stroud  uniquesbynj@cox.net 
Newsletter Elise Preiss  massc.editor@gmail.com
Newsletter Assitant Pat Wierman  goddesswoman@hotmail.com
 
Board Members at Large 
 Kristina Grace  kristinagracedesigns@gmail.com
 Trish McAleer  tmcaleer@cox.net 
 Raminta Jautokas  raminta@flash.net
 Ketarah Shaffer 949-643-9693    ketarah@earthlink.net

MASSC web site: www.massconline.com
MASSC Newsgroup: MetalArtsSociety-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
MASSC on FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/134035216002/

MASSC serves the needs and interests of artists working in metals and provides an environment for the 
exchange of information, instructional workshops, demonstrations, lectures, and panel discussions.  Annual 
dues Sept 1-Aug 31); Regular Member, $30; Family, $45; Full-time Student $20. 
 Membership forms are available at www.MASSConline.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Jewelry Challenge 2015 has gone to press. All photographs were taken by MASSC member Angela Roskelley. The book created by MASSC 
member Raminta Jautokas has 68 pages. She used Adobe InDesign for the book.  Janette Parker, MASSC Treasurer, is responsible for placing the document on lulu.
com for publication. Each participant has a page 
which includes their entry a headshot and a 
statement. The book begins with the winners 
front and center. The book is $20 plus shipping, 

and can be purchased on the MASSC website or from a 
MASSC representative. The participants who sent in their finished 

piece will receive one copy of the book for 1/2 price.
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Calling All Volunteers
By Diane Weimer

 An organization functions well if people come 
forward to volunteer. A group cannot sustain itself 
if the same TEN people do all the jobs.
You may say to yourself, I would love to volunteer, 
but I don’t know what I would do. Ok, let me list a 
few topics and it will be your job to contact the 
person I list. 
 * Interested in writing an article for the 
newsletter like tips and tricks or some new 
innovation or technique?  Contact Elise Preiss at 
massc.editor@gmail.com
 * Workshop/Demo Day tasks or volunteering 
for Workshop coordinator, contact Angelina Ciuluk at 
massc.vp@gmail.com, or Ketarah at 949-276-4300 or 
ketarah@earthlink.net weekdays from 8-5.
 * Helping with refreshments set up, re-stock, 
and/or clean up, for events, workshops, Demo Day, 
and Jewelry Challenge,  contact Marta Bialy at 
massc.hospitality@gmail.com
 * Want to be a videographer and experience 
the workshop for free? Contact Ketarah at 949-276-
4300 or ketarah@earthlink.net weekdays from 8-5.
 * Interested in tasks for the LA Jewelry 
District Tour or the Jewelry Challenge like scouting 
out a venue, finding a caterer, composing and 
printing an insert for the jewelry challenge, create 
a PowerPoint presentation for the pieces submitted 
for the jewelry challenge,  creating a list of the 
groups of participants for the tour? Contact Diane 
at diaweimer@verizon.net or 562-221-9538

The MASSC organization is viable and valuable 
because so many are willing to give of their time.
Will you be one of those to join the ranks?

MASSC challenges you to create a wearable jewelry design 
incorporating the “doodle” inside the box above for a chance to win 10 raffle 
tickets for the lunchtime raffle at Demo Day on Sept 13! 

All you have to do to enter is submit a photo (300 dpi) 
of your completed design to MASSC.VP@gmail.com with the email subject 
“DOODLE THROW DOWN” 
Entries must be received no later than Sept 10th, 2015.

MASSC Vision Statement  
Shaping the future by preserving metal art heritage, discovering new 
methods while sharing our knowledge and resources.

MASSC Mission Statement 
To educate the Community, inspiring and challenging those who seek 
excellence in jewelry and metal arts, while providing educational, 
visual material and experiential connections.



The 2 day workshop at El Camino College 
on July 11th and 12th gave us a quick 
glimpse into the world of mechanical 
playthings and automata.
Gary provided us with an extensive set 
of handouts addressing levers, cranks, 
linkages, crank 
sliders, tube rivets 
for moveable joints, 
gears and pullies, a 
template to create 
our own Rotational 
and Linear Motion 
Contraption, and lists 
of resources.  We all 
worked on the same 
project. Gary stated 
in the handout: “The 
goal of this exercise is 
to use your fundamental metalsmithing 
skills to create a working machine that 
demonstrates transitions between 
rotational and linear motion.  This is 

often a fundamental topic when learning 
to create automota, kinetic sculpture, 
devises and toys”. 

The crank handle (A) is turned giving the 
rotational motion to the other crank arm 

(B).   That crank arm 
has a positive fit 
with lever (C).  As 
the lever swings 
back-n-forth, that 
motion is transferred 
to the linkage (D).  
The small arm at 
the end of the 
linkage advances 
and catches on the 
teeth of the ratchet 
gear wheel (E).  The 

counter-weighted pawl (F) holds the 
ratchet gear in place while the linkage 
arm advances.   

The contraption has a number of different 
components.  We used sheets of brass 
and copper, rod, tubing and blocks of 
wood to create these.  We started with 
sawing them out from the template. Gary 
carefully explained each of the numerous 
steps.  The parts must be fairly accurate 
for the mechanism to work efficiently.  If 
the fit is too tight there is friction and if 
too loose motion is lost.  Automata maker 

Paul Spooner noted that it is actually 
possible to design a mechanism with 
absolutely no movement if you design 
enough slop into all of the parts.   Sawing 
is not one of my better skills and I was 
challenged by the amount of sawing, etc. 
required to assemble our contraptions.  
Pictured is a collection of sawblades 
gathered from the participants along with 

MECHANICAL PLAYTHINGS . Gary Schott  
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continued on p5



my sawn out components.

Gary commented that some people 
understand mechanical movement 

immediately, and 
others it may take 
years for the “aha” 
moment.  I was not 
able to complete and 
then contemplate 
my contraption. 
Nevertheless I 
picked up some 
nifty metalsmithing 
tricks along the way.  
To make custom 

washers, cut out a disc 
from sheet metal in a 
disc cutter.  Mark the 
center of the disc using a 
Disc Center Finder (a.k.a. 
Center Square available 
from Micro Mark). 

Centerpunch the center 
of the disc.  A Miter-
Cutting Vise and Jig 
works great to hold the disc while drilling the 
hole in the drill press.  

Another handy adapted 
tool is to smooth the end 
of the jaws on a cheap 
pair of slip joint pliers.  
These work great to hold 
small pieces in a drill 
press.
Gary describes himself 
as Seriously Playful 
and loves looking at 
machines and see 

how they work. He is passionate about 
this subject of mechanical movement 
and makes numerous samples to create 
just the right movement for his work.  
A couple of examples of his work 
are “Martini Shaker” and “Mustache 
Portrait: Victorian Woman”.

For more information on Gary visit his 
website http://www.garyschott.com/. 
He introduced us to Automata and his 
love of them. There is a lot of kinetic art 
in England.  He and his wife spent their 
honeymoon visiting Automata makers in 

England. A good website to visit to see more 
of the wonderful movement and humor of 
automata is http://www.cabaret.co.uk/.

A couple of the books that Gary 
recommended are Cabaret Mechanical 
Movement: Understanding Movement 
and Making Automata by Aidan Lawrence 

Onn, Gary Alexander and Automata and 
Mechanical Toys by Rodney Peppe.
I would like to thank Marne Ryan who 
provided images of her completed 
contraption, the Irenes (Mori and Pedersen) 
and Kyung Stanfil for all of their hospitality 
and help!   Thanks also to Marta Bialy for the 
snacks!                                              Jeanie Pratt

MECHANICAL PLAYTHINGS 
continued from p4
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Ciao a tutti! In Italian, 
that means “Hello everyone!” Yes, I 
am back in lovely California after a few 
weeks in Florence on my research trip 
for this crazy awesome idea of doing a 
metalsmithing workshop in Italy...I’ll leave 
out all the parts where gelato, wine, great 
food, and amazing art might distract you.

So here is the latest scoop...

I found a great facility in the artisan 
district of Florence...it is a full 
metalsmithing workshop with most, if not 
all of the “big” tools one would ever need.  
The owner and I had many fun discussions 
about this workshop idea and she is 
excited to host this workshop. At this 
point, I am naming the workshop “Oro a 
Firenze”  (or Gold in Florence) There will 
be limited space availability at 6 people. 

There will be two consecutive weeks to 
choose from.

During the weeklong workshop (Mon-
Fri), we plan on learning 3 different 
ways (maybe more) of using gold in your 

designs.  At the end of the week, you will 
be confident in your goldsmithing skills.
And we will do more than metalsmithing 
during the day, one afternoon will be an 
expertly guided tour of a couple of the 
most famous museums in the world. 

Then another 
afternoon will 
be spent taking 
a “Tuscan 
excursion” into 
the Chianti 
wine region to 
do some wine 
tasting!
I am on track 
for making 
this workshop 
happen in 
September or 
early October 

of 2016.  The studio owner and I are 
hammering (Haha, metalsmithing pun!) 
out the details about instructors and 
such.  I have visited several lovely hotel 
accommodations (a close 5 minute walk 
to the workshop location) and met with 
local tour guides that would suit our 
needs perfectly.

The cost of the workshop is still being 
determined as the cultural differences 
between “get it done” America and “laid 
back” Italy can make for a slow process. 
I hope to have many more details, firm 
prices, and dates in the next couple of 
months.  So stay tuned!  I already have 
10 people on my interest list, so you if 
you are interested, you can email me 
monica7873@gmail.com and I will add 
you! It’s going to be so fun!

 Monica Branstrom
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I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW
An approach to designing with transparency by Deb Jemmott 

Designing has always been an intimidating process to me. A 
blank piece of paper is just asking for paralysis… But to start 
working directly in silver – much less gold – without a design 
will usually result in a larger than desired scrap pile – and 
sometimes an unworkable piece! 

I have always been in awe of people who keep sketchbooks 
– full of precise drawings logged in with dates and neatly 
documented as to what materials will be used. My sketch-
book doesn’t look like that. Its wire bound paper with draw-
ings, papers glued in, papers stuffed in between the pages, 
and LOTS of tracing paper with transmogrifying sketches. 
This is the method I want to share with you today. 

It’s really a very playful approach to design – and works so 
much better for my “free” spirit! For an example, I will show 
you an assignment I gave a beginning class of mine. The 
requirement was 
to design a piece 
based on the 
student’s name 
or initials, inte-
grating texture 
and cold connec-
tions. I started 
my sample by 
putting my ini-
tials on paper as 
many ways as I 
could think of: 
writing, printing, 
making cari-
catures, using 
calligraphy, writing with my left hand, etc. At this point, DO 

NOT make judgments about the designs – the goal is to get 
as many ideas down as quickly as possible. 
The next step is to pull out the tracing paper and start look-
ing for ANYTHING interesting – the relationships of lines and 
shapes, the possible combinations. With tracing paper, it is 
easy to take part of one drawing and combine with part of 
another in limitless ways. Turn the tracing paper different 
directions, turn it over, use multiple layers of tracing pa-
per – whatever it takes to come 
up with something interesting.  
Once the basic shapes / lines are 
identified, draw and re-draw un-
til there is a place to start work-
ing in metal. Sometimes, if the 
drawings are “finished” enough, 
the tracing paper can be used as 
a pattern to cut the metal. 

So for those of you, who 
are also intimidated by 
“designing”, go buy some 
tracing paper and start 
playing!

Deb Jemmott © 2015
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Like so many other artists, I have 
been creating for as long as I can 
remember.  My grandmother was fond of 
telling a story of my artistic beginnings. As 
Dean of Women at Ithaca College she was 

privileged to 
have access 
to and 
was able 
to share 
many things 
with me 
during my 
childhood. 
While at an 
art gallery, 
showing 
some rare 
Picasso 
drawings, I 

apparently informed her that she should 
not buy one of his drawings  as I could 
make a much better one for her. 
And so it began. 

Through the years I meandered through 
many different mediums of artist 
expression before winding up creating 
lamp work beads in 2004.   After my beads 
started looking like something I would 
enjoy sharing, I realized I needed to learn 
how to incorporate them into jewelry, 
beginning with wire work. One of my 
earliest pieces is pictured above.  Within 
a short time, I needed more ways to 
assemble the design ideas brimming forth, 
so I graduated from a butane torch to a 
hotter oxy/Propane and acetylene torches.  

For the most part I have gotten away 
from making glass beads.  Like so many 
skills, if you do not practice it daily, the 
skills get away from you.  I have moved on 
to using semi precious stones and gems 
now.  My creations stem from something 
about the stone or color combination of 
the gems. They talk to me. Sometimes the 
conversations are like a family joke, no 
one else gets it.  Those are the times when 

the process takes a horrible turn and ends 
up in the scrap box.  I wish that early on, 
someone had told me that this happened 
to them. It used to make me feel terribly 
guilty and a failure.  Now I take it in stride 
and know that these will be reborn into 
something else down the road.  

My designs tend towards the organic 
rather than highly structured and 
architectural, but can still be pretty 
random.  My ADHD will likely keep me 
from ever having a specific style that folks 
will look at and say, “Oh! That must be 
a Linda Greene piece”, but I am ok with 
that. I don’t get bored, In fact I often have 
trouble keeping up with all of the new 
avenues I want to explore. 

  I enjoy shows because I get to talk to 
the folks who like my pieces and hear 
what they like and the things that bring 
them joy. I come away with a new set of 
goals and ideas for the next show.  Most 
of my sales are held at my home and 

studio. Back in 2007 we took down the 
gazebo on the rear of our lot and with 
the guidance and immeasurable help of 
my sister who is a contractor/builder. 
We constructed a small studio for me to 
make my creations.  I have an open studio 
show/sale/party several times a year. I 
am blessed with friends and their friends 
who like to wear my designs so I am able 
to sell most of what I make without having 
to do production pieces. It is rare that I 
ever make a design twice. One exception 
lately is a small tension set pendant 
that I learned from our dear friend and 
instructor, Deb Jemmott during one of her 
studio workshops. I call it the Wishbone 
Pendant. (1st from left).  I have created 
this with several different facets stones in 
different colors and it is always one of the 
first things to sell at a show.  I actually got 
the courage to fully retire from my “day 
job” this last summer and pursue making 
my jewelry full time and I have never been 
so happy!  Wish me luck everyone!

Linda Greene

9 M
A

A
SC

 M
EM

B
ER

 S
H

O
W

C
A

SE

9



The MASSC video library currently has 20 videos on DVD of past workshops 
that members can check out. These DVDs are direct videotapes of actual 
workshops and have not been edited. Watching a MASSC workshop video is 
akin to being there in person.

Elise Preiss - Enameling with Decals 
Pauline Warg- Carved Bezels
Jillian Moore - Resin in 3D
Sarah Doremus- Kinetic Jewelry
Charity Hall - The Brooch Approach
Demo Day 2011 - 5 demos 
NC Black Micro-Shell Forming 
Alison Antleman - Custom Clasps
Belle Brooke Barer - Sculptural Hollow Ring
Diane Falkenhagen - Mixed Media Techniques for Jewelry
Leslee Frumin - Classy Clasps
Mary Lee Hu - Weaving and Chains
Charles Lewton-Brain - Fold Forming
Betsy Manheimer - Fold Forming
Trish McAleer - Metal Corrugation
Bruce Metcalf - Jewelry Alternatives
Ben Neubauer - Wire Fabrication 
Harold O’ Connor - Surface Embellishments &
Efficient Workshop Methods
Katherine Palochak - Tufa Casting 
2Roses - Metal Patination
Carol Sivets - Metal Reticulation
Lisa Slovis Mandel - Hydraulic Press
Carl Stanley - Cuff Bracelet
Pauline Warg - Metal Beads
Wayne Werner - Stone Setting
Betty Helen Longhi - Forming Techniques
Jeanne Jerousek McAninch - Chain Making 

A $20 donation is necessary to check out each DVD.  This includes the use of the 
DVD plus 2-way shipping.  There is no additional security deposit. Members can 
keep each DVD for up to 30 days. Videos can be checked out on the MASSC website 
at www.massconline.com. Click the “Video Library” link on the home page.

MASSC Video Library 
Now Available on DVD 

October
Powder

coating
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* Renew MASSC menbership 09/01

* Submit doodle 09/07     
           

* Demo Day 09/13

* Massc board meeting 09/20

November* 11/14 MASSC boardmeeting & holiday Party                
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Did you change your email?
Don’t miss your MASSC newsletter and workshop announcements.

Send changes to  Jan Reimer at rreimer@socal.rr.com


