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S O C I E T Y  O F  S O U T H E R N  C A L I F O R N I A

Jeff Fulkerson
Spinner Bangle & Keum Bo Workshop
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Location:  Pasadena City College                                Class fee: $115               Kit Fee: $75-$100
*Open to MASSC members only, seats are limited and will be filled via lottery.  Lottery for this workshop will 

open Jan 25th 2019

One day workshop / March 16th, 2019
Learn proper Keum Bo techniques, roller printing, making ear wires, brass brush fin-
ishing and explore fusing gold to silver! Then learn to make the Spinner Bangle, how 
to measure your wrist for a proper fit, measure your spinners so they will spin when 
installed, several texturing techniques, how to form your bangle using Jeff’s Patent 
Pending Fast Flare Anticlastic Forming Disks, and how to finish your piece. This will be 
a FUN one-day combo class!

 *Basic soldering skills are recommended.
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Hello  Metalsmith Friends! And a Happy 
New Year to all of you! I’m sad to say the 
holidays are already over, it seemed to pass 
in the blink of an eye. Loved seeing many of 
you at one (or both) of our Holiday Soirees. 
That’s right, we had two this year. 

Trish McAleer and David Freda opened up 
their home and studio in San Clemente. 
Everybody who came to the party enjoyed a 
smorgasbord of delicious cheese, foods and 
desserts and of course wonderful company. 
We had quite a few ornaments fought over 
in the ornament exchange. And we even got 
to meet some of the bees that they keep! It’s 
really an admirable and impressive task they 
have taken on to be a part of the solution 
against the dwindling honey bee popula-
tion. There was of course a no-swatting 
rule, but the honeybees were generally well 
‘beehaved’ and seeing their studio was an 
absolute pleasure. I don’t think I’ve ever seen 

anybody so organized! 
The work that they do 
is absolutely incredible. 
I’ve never seen more 
intricate or perfect 
enameling as David’s 

Butterfly. His molds and molding process is 
amazing too.  

The second party was up in Camarillo at Stel-
la Schloss and Neil Parker’s home. Beautiful 
view from their backyard; we could even see 
how close the recent fire had encroached on 

the hill next to their house! We got to check 
out her husband’s award-winning photog-
raphy. This was the first year we’ve had two 
parties and the North was a more intimate 
affair than the South, but I remember the 
first Holiday Party we ever had. There were 
only 8 of us in attendance in 2013, and every 
year it’s gotten bigger and better.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year

We had a short survey for our holiday party guests, and we asked members how far they 
are willing to drive to attend a workshop, and what time a workshop should begin. Here’s 
what members said:  

The Holiday Swag Bag Gift this year was a 
handmade bur/file stand.  MASSC made its 
own wood burning tool to stamp our logo 
into the blocks, which were generously cut 
by Flix FX up in North Hollywood. Several of 
us gathered together at Elise Preiss’s studio 
on Nov 8 to sand, drill and burn these blocks 
as a gift for the members who came to cel-
ebrate the holidays with us.  

Special thanks to Our Holiday Party 
Hosts, and to Elise Preiss for letting 
us make the blocks at her studio, as 
well as helping to make the blocks 
alongside myself, Charlie Warner, 
Virginia Hyatt, Tigre Sheets and Betsy 
Mannheimer. 
 
With a new year comes many chang-
es and new opportunities. We said 
farewell to Founding MASSC Member 
Nancy Monkman this year, and are 
proud to announce a scholarship op-
portunity in her memory. Details on 
page 7.
The Jewelry Challenge is another 
thing that’s changing this year and 
becoming the MASSC Metals Challenge, meaning submissions need not be wearable.  I 
know I’m excited about that and I hope many of you are as well. 

Remember that MASSC is always looking for volunteers for newsletter content, events and 
hosts, so make it your new year’s resolution to not be shy, and send an email to 
massc.president@gmail.com saying “I want to help MASSC!”

Angelina Smith

mailto:massc.president%40gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20help%20MASSC
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MASSC HOLIDAY PARTY 2018
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8 MASSC Balance Sheet as of Dec 16, 2018

ASSETS
Current Assets
  Checking/ Savings/ PayPal    26,660.94
  Other Current Assets       1,355.67
Total Current Assets       28,016.61

TOTAL ASSETS        28,016.61
LIABILITIES & EQUITIES       28,016.61

TIME TO RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP

 Benefits Includes
 * A public profile featured on our website
 * Priority placement for our workshop
 * Discount on event registration
 * Access to video library
 * Promote your community related events through 
our website and newsletter calendar

Renew here

https://www.massconline.com/join/
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Instead of a Jewelry Challenge, we are conducting a 

METALS Challenge. 
Submissions need not be wearable!!!

Timeline
   * Sign-up/ registration begins 1/25/18
   * Deadline to register  2/15
   * Boxes mailed out 3/1
   * Earliest to turn piece in to Toni. 4/19
   * Mandatory turn in piece. 4/26 at 5pm

Awaiting the   2018 Jewelry Challenge Book
 

Books will be available to ship starting March 1st. Information on ordering a 
copy will be available on Jan 25th on www.massconline.com

Announcing the 2019 Challenge!

http://www.massconline.com 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

HELP HELP HELP!  

MASSC NEEDS YOU! 
Remember that MASSC is always looking for volunteers for 
newsletter content, events and hosts, so make it your new 

year’s resolution to not be shy, and send an email to 
massc.president@gmail.com saying “I want to help MASSC!”

This is the first of what I hope will be a continuing feature of our newsletter. 
Please feel free to ask questions, whether it be on metals, stones, tools, busi-
ness (I could go on, but I won’t. You’re welcome). We’ll try to address those 
questions in upcoming issues. That said…
MASSC and other similar organizations are sometimes contacted by indi-
viduals who will be vacationing or on an extended stay in our area asking if 
there are studios where they can work or members who would like to meet. 
I thought I’d address this in this first column.
If you have enough advance notice, you can, as the person who contacted 
us did, research the area for appropriate guilds/societies/groups. But don’t 
limit yourself to one organization. Along with contacting gold and metal-
smith groups, you can also contact lapidary clubs (which frequently have 
their own facilities, even) and bead shops. Another option is searching for 
community centers and art centers in the area for any kinds of classes they 
might have where you can meet people.
If you haven’t planned in advance, the process is similar. Walk into a bead 
shop or craft store and ask. Or check Yelp or Google or the like for the spe-
cific locality you’re in. You never know unless you ask.
I’m a bit cautious about the use of social media since you’re announcing 
that you’re going to be away. If that’s not a concern to you, you could try 
that. Even better, if you know people on your platform that are in the area, 
you could contact them directly and not announce your plans to the world 
till you get home and tell them what a great time you had!
And, to MASSC members who would like to hear from other like-minded 
people who come to your area, it would be great if you fill out your profile 
(yes, that’s a subtle hint). You don’t need to put your physical address, but 
you could offer a clue, be it your city or even your county and an email ad-
dress so that folks could find you if they’re going to be nearby.

Keep making great stuff!!
Betsy

“Have a metal question that’s been on your mind? 
Send your inquiry to  askmassc@gmail.com to have it an-

swered in the newsletter”

Ask Betsy

mailto:massc.president%40gmail.com?subject=I%20want%20to%20help%20MASSC
mailto:askmassc%40gmail.com%20?subject=Ask%20Betsy


* Resumé
Include name, address, contact information, educational history, and work history. 
Include any awards, exhibitions or other scholarships you may have received.

* Artist Statement
Please limit this to 1,000 words, submitted in either a Word .doc/.docx or as a .pdf 

* Essay of Intent
1,000 words describing how you would use the money toward your dream. It could a 
class at GIA about diamonds, gold fabrication with Metalsmiths in Florence,a class at 
Haystack or Penland, etc...

* Image List
Please include a list identifying each image with the following information: title, 
materials, size, date created.

* Images
Applicants may submit a maximum of 8 digital images, and a minimum of 5 images, 
ideally representing a minimum of 4 completed pieces.
Image requirements: All images should be submitted via WeTransfer.com. Go to the 
free service, drag your files into the window and select “link”.  Your images will be 
uploaded to their server and a link will be generated for you to copy and paste into 
the email you send with the rest of your packet. All images need to be high-resolution 
.jpg images. Images should be 300 dpi and at least 6′′ on the smallest side. Please label 
images as follows: last name_title_image number.jpg   For example: Smith_Untitled_1.jpg

* 2 Letters of Recommendation
Submit letters digitally along with your application. Include each person’s name, work 
position, academic affiliation, address, email, and telephone number. 

All text should be submitted as attachments: Word .doc or .docx or .pdf documents.

Send all 6 documents and your link to Join.MASSC@gmail.com with the subject: 
“Jewelry Arts Dream – First name Last name”

• Applicants to this scholarship must meet ALL the above criteria. 
Incomplete submissions will not be considered.

Winner will be announced at the 
2019 Metals Challenge Luncheon 

Scholarship recipient must use the award for its designated purpose and submit a 
newsletter article (with photos) on how the money was used and how it supports the 
recipients Jewelry Arts Dream by Dec 10th 2019. Initial Artist Statement, Essay of Intent 
AND your article will appear in the Jan 2020 issue of MASSC News.
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NANCY MONKMAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

$1,000 toward fulfilling your 
Jewelry Arts Dream

Applicant must: 
  •Have a Jewelry Arts Dream
  •Be a current MASSC member
  •Submit the following information via email -no later than February 28th, 2019.

http://www.massconline.com/scholarship


The Pearl Roundtable was a mystery to many of us who had 
never heard of such a buying experience before, however it proved to be a lovely 
evening full of bubbling champagne and dazzling pearls from all over the world. 
Attendees filed into the room as the sun set, and enjoyed delicious finger sandwiches, 
cheeses, chocolates and a little bubbly while they all got comfortable and acquainted 
with each other and our presenter, the Pearl Goddess, Betty Sue King. 
Once we had all settled in, we were seated around a large table and the concept of 
the Roundtable was explained. Betty Sue gave us a brief orientation about pearls and 
where they are cultured, and then she started to bring out the goods! She presented 
each parcel to us, offering a little information about its origin and color before passing 
it to the first guest at the table. Some pieces were even passed around the table inside 
a large shell that was representative of the type of mollusk they were grown in! 
We saw all varieties of lustrous exotic pearls, from strands of champagne colored 
rounds to individual half drilled and un-drilled rounds, buttons, and drops that 
glistened in colors many of us had never seen before. As these little beauties were 
passed clockwise around the table, somebody would shout out, “I’ve got dibs on 
#301!!” Each parcel was numbered, and whenever an attendee shouted “Dibs!!”, their 
name and parcel number was recorded and it meant that they officially had first rights 
to purchase that parcel at the end of the evening. 
Enchanting orbs of blues, purples, greens, yellows and browns danced around the table 
as we laughed and coaxed each other into taking second and third looks at parcels we 

thought we just couldn’t live without. Excited giggles and inspired oohs and aahs filled 
the room as each little envelope was opened to reveal its rare and precious content. 
We didn’t quite know what to expect from a Roundtable event, but it turned out to be 
a jovial and lively buying experience that was truly unique and a lot of fun. 
Erin Proctor

Betty Sue King, who provided the pearls, gave a short lecture about the nature of 
pearls. She said that all white pearls are bleached. Most pearls are cultured not 
naturally created. All fresh water pearls come from China and are from mussels. Sea 
pearls come from oysters. First crop of pearls are the best the 2nd crop is not as good. 
Like olive oil?
I went to this pearl event and came away with #16. Do you want a necklace made from 
a pearl?
Tigre Sheets
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PEARL ROUNDTABLE Erin Proctor - Tigre Sheets 
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Ciao Everyone!  I just returned from Florence, Italy where the holiday 
lights are lit above the streets and the atmosphere is brimming with anticipation for 
the upcoming festivities. The smell of hot mulled wine at the Christmas market and 
roasting chestnuts in the street is amazing...you get the idea.

While I was there, I was working on some personal projects, one of which was a hollow 
form ring with inlaid wood and pearl. It’s a big departure from what I normally do so it 
was a breath of fresh air to try a different direction. 
One of my favorite things to do in Florence is to visit the tool store...and Gianni is the 
main man that helps me figure out what I need because I don’t know all the Italian 
words for the tools I need. He’s the one in the photo with me with the hammer above 
his head. I remember the first time I went in there I asked him for a “coltello” (knife) 
instead of asking for a “martello” (hammer). The look on his face was priceless.  But 
come on, it’s an easy mistake to make!

I also worked on next Fall’s Metalsmiths in Florence workshop and getting details 
for our project from our master Florentine goldsmith...Giovanni.  As always with the 
workshop week, we start by alloying our own 18k gold and then we form that ingot 
into our project. This Fall our workshop week will be focusing on Prong Setting Faceted 
Stones....one prong setting made from wire and one prong setting made from sheet.  
I am looking forward to this subject since it will really widen the skill sets of all the 

participants. Not only that, but you know we have privately guided museum and wine 
tasting tours too, right?

Registration is open and there are only a couple of spots left in each week, so if you are 
interested in joining us for an amaz-

ing week in Florence, Italy, drop me a 
line at monica7873@gmail.com or 

check out the information at 
www.monicabranstrom.com and 

pre-register.

Make your 2019 even that much more 
amazing and join me in Florence. I’ll 
be waiting for you!

Ciao for now!
Monica Branstrom

Metalsmiths in Florence...Sept 22-29 or Sept 29-Oct 6, 2019

mailto:monica7873%40gmail.com?subject=Metalsmith%20in%20Florence
http://www.monicabranstrom.com


In 2010, I enrolled at Santa Monica College to 
pursue that degree that I had never quite finished.  
I had intended to major in Math, but after my 3rd 
or 4th semester of sneaking an art class onto my 
schedule, my husband urged me to change my major 
to Art.  I soon fell in love with 3D media and in 2014 
I transferred to Cal State Long Beach intending to 
major in Sculpture, but soon found myself drawn to 
the Metals Department.  One semester in and I was 
hooked...a socially acceptable way to play with fire 
and hit things with hammers?  Sign me up!  During 
my time at CSULB, I fell in love with enameling and 
blacksmithing.  I served as the President of the CSULB 

Metal Arts Guild, 
and I earned a 
BFA in 3D Media, 
emphasis in 
Metals in 2016.  
Soon after 
graduating, my 
husband and I 
moved to a new 
larger home in Northridge, where I was able to turn 
one of our spare bedrooms into a metalsmithing 
studio.

After finishing school, I began experimenting with 
different mediums, trying to find my artistic voice.  Besides Metalsmithing, my other 
passion is knitting and fiber arts.  I was looking for a way to combine the two, and began 
experimenting with etching the stockinette and garter stitch patterns into sterling silver, 
brass and copper.  I began with earrings, but have since branched out to pendants, cuff 
bracelets, shawl pins, and will soon be offering trinket bowls and copper light switch 
plates etched with my signature patterns.  My jewelry is available on my website, www.
birdieparker.com, and I also sell at trunk shows hosted by local yarn stores.  Next year I 
will be participating as a vendor at several large knitting conventions, and I also hope to 
expand to offering my products wholesale to yarn stores across the world.

All of my work involves electro-etching, so my most valuable tools are the Cricut Maker 

that I use to to make my vinyl design resists, and my Variable DC Power Supply Rectifier.
I also utilize a hydraulic press and my bench shear is also well-loved.

If I could offer any advice to jewelry artists newly starting a business, it would be to 
educate yourself about what exactly is required in your city to start a business.  Do you 
need a license and insurance?  Teach yourself some rudimentary photography skills and 
dive into building a website.  Marketing your work on social media can feel like a full time 
job in itself, but it’s definitely necessary.  Learning some basic accounting/Quickbook 
skills will not only help you with your personal and business taxes, but it will also help 
you to know exactly what your bottom line is and will be invaluable with determining 
your hourly rate and how to price your work. Don’t be afraid to reach out to another 
artist whose work and/or sites you admire; most Metalsmiths are friendly and generous 
with advice.

In 2019, I will be taking over as the Membership Chair of MASSC, and I look forward to 
working with the Board to continue to build our Society, as well as meeting all of you at 
an upcoming event!

Kristi Jensen
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Jan 1, 2019
MASSC Membership renewal due

Jan 14, 2019
Filigree Workshop

Peggy Foy - CSULB

Feb 17th, 2019
MASSC Board meeting

10:00am - 12:00pm
Westminster - RSVP here

Jan 25th, 2019
MASSC Metals Challenge Registration

Jan. 26th, 2019 
African Trade Bead Workshop

Corliss Rose
Register here

Jan 26-Feb 11, 2018
Tucson Gem and Mineral

 Feb 25th, 2019
MASSC Newsletter Deadline

send material to
 massc.editor@gmail.com

Feb. 21-23rd, 2019
 YUMA Symposium

Start making your pins to swap! 
http://www.yumaartsymposium

Feb 28th, 2019
Nancy Monkman Scholarship deadline

April 10th, 2019
MASSC Downtown LA 
Jewelry district tour

Watch your inbox for more info.

April 20th, 2019
MASSC Board meeting

10:00am - 12:00pm
Westminster - RSVP here

April 26th, 2019
MASSC Metals Challenge Deadline

May 4-5, 2019
Beginning Cloisonne with Sheryl Haupt

Diane Weimer’s studio
Long Beach
Cost- $255 

Contact diaweimer@gmail.com for further details

May 22nd-25th, 2018
Made - SNAG conference

Chicago, IL

Idyllwild Metals Week
June 9-13, 2019
 Tom McCarthy 

Mending - Collaborating with Broken Objects
 Charity Hall

Traditional and Alternative Settings
 Kristina Glick

Alchemy - Electroforming for Enamelists
 Susan Saul 

 If the Cuff Fits, Wear It
 Bette Barnett
Steel and Gold

 Jo Haemer
Every Little Thing: Handmade Findings

June 17-21
Roy Talahaftewa

 Hopi Overlay and Tufa Casting
 June 24-28

Richard Tsosie
Navajo Inlay 

 July 1-5
Deb Jemmott

Texture, Form and Construction

idyllwildarts.org

Sept 7-8, 2019
Etching Steel and Silver  with Bette Barnett

Diane Weimer’s studio
Cost- $276

Contact diaweimer@gmail.com for further details 

Have a private class/workshop that you would like to advertise? As a MASSC member you can advertise your class in our newsletter! 
Send event details to massc.editor@gmail.com for events in March/April by Feb 25th.

mailto:massc.president%40gmail.com?subject=Feb%2017th%20Massc%20Boardmeeting
https://2roses.com/workshops/polymer-clay-african-trade-beads-workshop/
mailto:massc.editor%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.yumaartsymposium.memberlodge.org/
mailto:massc.president%40gmail.com?subject=Feb%2017th%20Massc%20Boardmeeting
mailto:diaweimer%40gmail.com?subject=
http://idyllwildarts.org
mailto:diaweimer%40gmail.com?subject=
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President Angelina Smith  massc.president@gmail.com
VP/Program Chair Erin Proctor  massc.vp@gmail.com   
Recording Secy Betsy Manheimer   bmanheimer@roadrunner.com
Corresp. Secy Jennifer Polson  jnoslop@gmail.com
Treasurer Toni Federe  ladyink@cox.net
Membership Kristi Jensen           join.massc@gmail.com
San Diego Rep Carol Sivets 619-281-6447  ladysmith@fastmail.fm 
Hospitality Chair Virginia I. Hyatt       massc.hospitality@gmail
Video Archives  Nancy Jo Stroud   uniquesbynj@cox.net 
Newsletter Elise Preiss   massc.editor@gmail.com

 
Board Members at Large 
 Kristina Grace   kristinagracedesigns@gmail.com
 Trish McAleer   tmcaleer@cox.net 
 Raminta Jautokas   raminta@flash.net
 Ketarah Shaffer 949-495-4622  ketarah.massc@gmail.com
 Diane Weimer  diaweimer@gmail.com
MASSC web site: www.massconline.com
MASSC Instagram: @metalartssociety
MASSC on FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/134035216002/

MASSC serves the needs and interests of artists working in metals and provides an 
environment for the exchange of information, instructional workshops, demonstrations, 
lectures, and panel discussions.  Annual dues Jan1- Dec 31); Regular Member, $30; 
Dual, $45; Full-time Student $20. 
Membership forms are available at www.MASSConline.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MASSC Vision Statement  
Shaping the future by preserving metal art heritage, discovering new methods 
while sharing our knowledge and resources.

MASSC Mission Statement 
To educate the Community, inspiring and challenging those who seek excel-
lence in jewelry and metal arts, while providing educational, visual material 
and experiential connections.

A MASSC Membership’s

BENEFIT

10% Allcraft Jewelry Supply 
Discount!!

Allcraft’s Tevel Herbstman is offering 
MASSC members 10% discount on list 

priced items. This includes all tools and 
supplies with exception of fine sheet 

metals, findings and fine wire products. 
Tevel says “After you obtain a price 

from another supplier, call me last to get 
a quote from me.” 


Allcraft Jewelry Supply 
(212) 279-7077

www.massconline.com


The MASSC video library currently has 20 videos on DVD of past workshops 
that members can check out. These DVDs are direct videotapes of actual 
workshops and have not been edited. Watching a MASSC workshop 
video is akin to being there in person.

Elise Preiss - Enameling with Decals 
Pauline Warg- Carved Bezels
Jillian Moore - Resin in 3D
Sarah Doremus- Kinetic Jewelry
Charity Hall - The Brooch Approach
Demo Day 2011 - 5 demos 
NC Black Micro-Shell Forming 
Alison Antleman - Custom Clasps
Belle Brooke Barer - Sculptural Hollow Ring
Diane Falkenhagen - Mixed Media Techniques for Jewelry
Leslee Frumin - Classy Clasps
Mary Lee Hu - Weaving and Chains
Charles Lewton-Brain - Fold Forming
Betsy Manheimer - Fold Forming
Trish McAleer - Metal Corrugation
Bruce Metcalf - Jewelry Alternatives
Ben Neubauer - Wire Fabrication 
Harold O’ Connor - Surface Embellishments &
Efficient Workshop Methods
Katherine Palochak - Tufa Casting 
2Roses - Metal Patination
Carol Sivets - Metal Reticulation
Lisa Slovis Mandel - Hydraulic Press
Carl Stanley - Cuff Bracelet
Pauline Warg - Metal Beads
Wayne Werner - Stone Setting
Betty Helen Longhi - Forming Techniques
Jeanne Jerousek McAninch - Chain Making 

A $20 donation is necessary to check out each DVD.  This 
includes the use of the DVD plus 2-way shipping.  There is no 
additional security deposit. Members can keep each DVD for up to 
30 days. Videos can be checked out on the MASSC website at www.massconline.com. 
Click the “Video Library” link on the home page.

MASSC Video Library 
Now Available on DVD 
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This is Chicken, The Amazing African Grey Parrot that works in our studio. He’s about 25 yrs old, has an impressive vocabulary, he even talk to the cats and they talk back. Most of the daytime sounds he makes, however, are inspired by the studio tools, saw, hammers, drill... he has afull repertoir of hysterical tool impressions. Recently he has figured out how to climb onto Angelina’s Bench to steal pens, tools, and anything else he wants to try as a chew toy. She leaves decoy cardboard treats on the corner of her bench to dissuade thievery! 
-Kristina Grace, Native Angels Jewelry, www.na-tiveangelsjewelry.com, @nativeangelsjewelry

Petsmith

     Did you change your email?
Don’t miss your MASSC newsletter and workshop announcements.

Send changes to  Monica Branstrom to join.massc@gmail.com


